MORE GUNS = MORE DEATHS

Some claim that more guns will make us safer. In fact, where there are more guns there are higher rates of gun death and
injury. A terrible irony is that both in Canada and internationally where there are more guns there also tends to be more
opposition to gun control.

International Comparisons
Among industrialized countries, where there are higher rates of gun ownership, there are also higher rates of gun death

This is because when there are guns in the home they are more Ilkely to be used in suicides,' and domestic homicides,?
or to be the cause of accidental injury, particularly among youth.®
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This is also true W|th|n Canada. In spite of the attention focused on urban crime, there are higher rates of gun death and
injury in rural areas* For example, Northeastern Ontario has gun death rates which are twice the provincial average,
driven largely by higher than average suicide rates but also by increased rates of domestic violence with firearms and
firearm related accidents. The western provinces of Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta all have higher percentages of
gun ownership, and to go along with this, these provinces also have firearm death rates that are higher than the Canadian
average. In 2008, RCMP in rural Alberta noted an increase in the number of gun-related calls.’ In that province, 68% of
suicides by firearms are in rural areas.® In spite of the surge of gang related handgun violence in Toronto, Ontario has one
of the lowest rates of gun death and injury in the country Homicide rates as a whole were highest in the western
provinces and in the North during the past decade,’” and that is also the case for firearms homicides.®



Average Firearm Death Rate per Capita vs. %
of Households with Firearms by Province
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Research has shown that when other factors are held constant, gun death rates rise in proportion to the rate of gun
ownership. One study found a 92% correlatlon between households with guns and firearm death rates both within Canada
and in comparable industrialized countries.’ Other studies show increased risks associated with keeping guns in the
home Hom|C|de of a family member is 2.7 times more likely to occur in a home with a firearm than in a home without
guns.'® Keeping one or more firearms was associated with a 4.8-fold increased rlsk of suicide in the home. The risks
increase, particularly for adolescents, when guns are kept loaded and unlocked.

In a study of changes in suicide rates with firearm ownership over a 22-year period, it was shown that for every 10%
decline in gun ownership, there was a corresponding drop in firearm suicide rates of 4. 2%."2 A research study associated
Canada’s 1995 Firearms Act with a reduction on average of 250 suicides and 50 homicides each year."

Comparing Canada and the US is also telling. The US has a higher rate of gun ownership, particularly of handguns than
any other industrialized country in the world. Approximately 45£ercent of U.S. households have firearms'* and it is
estimated that there are more than 270 million firearms owned'®, one-third of them handguns. In Canada, approximately
18 percent of Canadian households are known to have firearms, and there are now approximately 8 million registered
firearms, and it is estimated that only 450,000 handguns are owned here.

The lower rate of handgun violence in Canada compared to the US is a testament to the effectiveness of our gun control
program. While the national rate of homicide without guns in the US is somewhat comparable to Canada’s, the rate of
homicide with firearms is much higher (5.7 X) and US has 6.7X times the rate of homicide with handguns. This suggests
the availability of firearms is a critical factor in the high US homicide rate.



Canada-US Comparison, Homicide

2010 Canada us Comparison US
vs Canada Rates

Total Homicide 554 14,748

Rate of Homicide 1.62 per 100,000 4.80 per 100,000 3.0x

Total Homicide with Firearms 170 8,775

Rate of Homicide with Firearms 0.49 per 100,000 2.85 per 100,000 5.8x

Homicides without Guns 384 5,973

Rates of Homicides without Guns | 1.12 per 100,000 1.94 per 100,000 1.7x

Total Handgun Homicides 94 6,009

Rates of Handgun Homicides 0.29 per 100,000 1.95 per 100,000 6.7x

Total Rifle and Shotgun 36 731

Homicides

Rates of Rifle and Shotgun 0.11 per 100,000 0.23 per 100,000 2.1x

Homicides

Source: Mahony, Tina Hotton. (2011) “Homicide in Canada, 2010,” Juristat. Ottawa: Statistics Canada; U.S. Department of Justice. (2011) 2010 Crime

statistics, Expanded Homicide Data. FBI.
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Canada-U.S. Homicide Comparison, 2010, Rate per 100,000
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