
FIREARM FACT SHEET 
While guns do not cause violence, easy access firearms fuels gang violence, domestic 
violence, suicide and undermines community safety.i Consider the facts: 

• Shootings are now the most common means of homicide, surpassing stabbing and 
beating.ii Handguns account for 58% of shooting homicides.iii In 2016, for the third 
consecutive year, there was an increase in both the number (223) and rate (0.61 per 
100,000) of firearm-related homicides in Canada, the highest rate since 2005iv .  

• There are now nearly 1 million legally owned handguns in Canada.v Many legal 
handguns are stolen, illegal sold, and diverted.vi More crime guns that are traced come 
from Canadian sources.vii 

• Handguns and military assault weaponsviii are not used for hunting, by farmers or 
indigenous people for legitimate purposes and US-style arming for “self- protection” is 
rising.ix 

• The Supreme Court has said there is no US-style “right” to own guns in Canadax  

• Canada has the fourth highest rate of gun deaths among OECD countries and is one of 
few developed countries to have loosened its gun laws in past decades.xi 

• The majority of Canadians support a stricter controls on licensing and gun sales, a ban 
on military assault weapons and a ban on handguns xii xiii  

• Stronger gun regulation will increase safety in both urban and rural Canada.xiv 

• Military weapons such as the AR-15 used in the Parkland Florida massacre are sold to 
Canadians as restricted weapons.xv xvi  

• Legal handguns are misused and diverted to illegal markets. Legally owned guns have 
been used in the worst mass shootings in Canada including the Montreal massacre, the 
Vernon massacre, the Quebec Islamic Centre massacre. One of the worst domestic 
violence shootings in Canadian history (Edmonton) was with a stolen handgun as was 
the Danforth shooting in Toronto.  

• While smuggled guns are undeniably a problem, diversion of legal guns to illegal 
markets is a piece of the puzzle. 

• Firearms also figure prominently in the cycle of violence against women and when 
firearms are present, women and their children are more likely to die.xvii  

• Research on mass murderers point to “psychiatric disturbances and odd/reclusive and 
acting-out personality traits, a fascination with weapons and war.xviii Firearms are also a 
threat in the hands of political extremists regardless of whether their hate is motivated by 
misogyny, homophobia, anti-Semitism, islamophobia or racism.  

• The risk factors for homicide and suicide are similar. Suicide attempts with firearms usually 
end in death.xix 

The evidence is clear – in industrialized countries where there are more guns, there are 
higher rates of firearms crime and gun-related deaths. A comparison of Canada, the UK, 
Australia and the US is instructive: While rates of homicide WITHOUT guns are 
comparable (although the US is slightly higher), rates of homicide WITH guns are 
dramatically different. The UK, a country which also has issues regarding income 
disparity, inequality, substance abuse and gangs had 27 gun murders in 2016. An 
important difference? It banned handguns after the Dunblane massacre in 1996. 



Discussions of banning handguns emerged after the Concordia University Shooting in 
1994, during the 2004 election campaign and more recently. In 2004, there were about 
350,000 restricted weapons. Now there are more than 1 million.xx  

Table 1: Comparison of homicides without firearms versus with firearms (per 100,000) 

 

Countries such as the UK, Australia and Japan have shown that strict gun control laws 
lead to dramatically lower gun homicide, crime and death rates. xxi xxii xxiii  Even in Canada, 
where there are more guns there are higher rates of crime and death:  in spite of the 
rhetoric about gun control being an urban or gang-related issue, rural rates are actually 
higher. 
 
Table 2: Victims of police-reported firearm-related violent crime2016, rate 
per 100,000 population.xxiv 

 

Firearms in the home significantly increase the risk that a woman will be killed in 
domestic violence. In 2008, PLEIS-NB in collaboration with the Department of Sociology 
at the University of New Brunswick conducted an extensive examination of family 
violence in a rural context, focusing on the social and cultural context of firearms in 
rural homes and the impact on women dealing with abuse. Key among the findings was 
that one-quarter of women surveyed lived in a household with firearms, 72 percent of 
which were long guns. Two-thirds of the women with firearms in their home (66 
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percent) said knowing firearms were present made them more fearful for their safety 
and well-being, and 70 percent said it affected their decisions whether to tell others 
about or seek help for abuse they received. Many said their partner deliberately 
harmed or killed their pet or farm animal or threatened to do so. They concluded that 
while firearms were accepted as necessary in rural communities, fear of firearms 
misuse can become a community concern affecting family, neighbours and service 
providers who are too afraid to call the police when they witness abuse, for fear of 
retaliation, and that when women do disclose firearms misuse to a service provider, 
often no follow-up occurs. They found that many women delay seeking help because 
they were afraid their pets would be killed or abused. xxv 

  
Several cases also identified gaps in screening processes in part because of resource 
restrictions. For example there were limited secondary investigations even when 
concerns were expressed about firearms owners or flags raised in the licensing process. 
Additionally while more research is needed, there are cases which have suggested gaps in 
the application of screening processes 

o 2010 Provincial court Judge Marlene Graham recommended better screening of 
an applicant's legal and mental health backgrounds in a fatality in3quiry looking 
into the shooting death of Corey Lewis, who was killed by Okotoks RCMP officers 
in 2010.“I find that the screening process used to grant the gun licences to Mr. 
Lewis lacked diligence and common sense and gives me no assurance that public 
safety, which is the purpose of the Firearms Act, was being sufficiently 
emphasized throughout the process.” xxvi 

o 2014 Justin Bourque, a 24-year-old from Moncton, shot five officers from the 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP), killing three and severely injuring two. 

o Nov 6, 2017, Abbotsford, B.C. In BC a police officer was killed by a man whose 
license had expired. The explanation for why it was not removed?  Insufficient 
resources to enforce the law. Oscar Arfmann, the 65-year-old charged with the 
first-degree murder of Constable John Davidson, once had a valid firearms 
licence, but it expired in 2015 - the year his family says his deteriorating mental 
health sent him to the hospital. Ninety days after any gun licence expires, local 
police are notified by the RCMP's Canadian Firearms Program, at which point 
officers are supposed to follow up and see what the person is doing with the 
weapon… An average of 88,000 Canadians had their gun licences expire in each 
of the last five years, according to official data.xxvii 

o January 3, 2017 Big-Tracadie, Nova Scotia - Lionel Desmond, 33, suffering from 
PTSD killed his wife, Shanna Desmond, 31, their 10-year-old daughter, Aaliyah, 
and Brenda Desmond, 52, who was Lionel's mother then committed suicide.  In 
spite of his wife's concerns, his psychiatrist thought is was ok for him to have  a 
firearm 

o 2017 A gun club member engaged in online hate activities was convicted in the 
shooting at la grande mosquée de Québec raising questions about screening 
processes 



o Gerald Stanley (who shot Colton Boushie) claimed he had handguns “for 
shooting coyotes” – not a lawful reason for possessing a restricted weapon 
(they are not legally used for hunting or predator control except in specific 
circumstances) 

o Additionally, the dramatic growth in restricted firearms, which more than 
doubled in 10 years as well as the increase in domestically sourced crime guns, 
suggests that screening processes were not being rigorously applied 
particularly for restricted weapons (principally handguns) in spite of the intent 
of the law. 

 
Ban Civilian Possession of Handguns and Military Assault Weapons 
In spite of the opposition by the gun lobby, the Government should also take action to 
ban handguns and assault weapons. This is supported by the cities of Toronto and 
Montreal. While restricted and prohibited weapons are supposed to be “restricted” and 
“prohibited” they have been allowed to proliferate, because of loopholes in the 
legislation and weak implementation. For the first time in 30 years traced crime guns 
(which have been tracked consistently over that time) show a dramatic increase in 
domestically sourced firearms.   
With almost 1 million legally owned handguns will soon reach the tipping point. We need 
your help now to ban civilian possession of handguns and military assault weapons. 

www.guncontrol.ca 
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